
































Connie De Grange Report on the Sunol Septic Work Group meeting of March 13, 
2018: 
 
The Sunol Septic Work Group met March 13. The workgroup had not met since 
Summer 2017 because of the need to apply resources to the LAMP and illnesses.   
 
The County’s consultant reviewed the fecal coliform results from the water 
samples collected from Sinbad Creek by two independent groups. The Alameda 
Creek Alliance collected 6 samples. The sample collected in Pleasanton Ridge 
Park, upstream of Kilkare Woods indicated about 60 MPN/100 ml fecal coliform. 
The results show increasing contamination as the creek flows to the end of Kilkare 
Road where the fecal coliform results were about 460 MPN/100/ml. Questa 
Engineering’s 11 samples were collected on a different date and ranged from 
about 50 MPN/100ml fecal coliform above Kilkare Woods to about 550 MNP/ml 
fecal coliform near the base of Kilkare Road. Alameda County noted that this level 
of contamination means that Lower Sinbad Creek is considered an impaired 
waterway. 
 
The County’s consultant is beginning Phase I of the Feasibility Study. They need 
some homeowners to volunteer to participate in the study and allow their septic 
system to be reviewed so that the study can include planning-level cost estimates 
of future septic maintenance.  Phase I of the Feasibility Study will also include cost 
estimates of different community systems.  The Feasibility Study will give the 
community of Sunol the information to decide whether or not to pursue a 
community solution to septic systems in Sunol.   
  
There was very good news, the Alameda County LAMP was accepted by the 
Regional Water Quality Control Boards with one change: the 5-year self-reporting 
questionnaire for standard OWTS will be mandatory rather than voluntary.  The 
public comment period for the LAMP ends April 16, 2018.  After the various Board 
of Supervisor meetings, the LAMP will become effective on May 16, 2018. With 
the approved LAMP, more septic systems will now be allowed closer to water 
sources under stringent regulations and at a high cost where in the past such 
systems would not be allowed. 
 
The next meeting of the Sunol Septic Work Group will be on April 10th.  At that 
meeting Questa Engineering will discuss the scope of work and schedule for Phase 
1 of the Feasibility Study. This first phase was paid for by the Sunol Improvement 
Fund and Alameda County.   
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